[image: image1.jpg]DIOCESE OF
BATH & WELLS

Changing Lives, Changing Churches for Changing Communities





FEES FOR PASTORAL DUTIES UNDERTAKEN BY CLERGY DURING A VACANCY

These maximum fees are for the whole benefice and in cases where there is more than one parish the sequestrators will need to liaise with each other to ensure that the total claim for all the parishes in the benefice does not exceed the maximum fee of £114 per week (equivalent to half the incumbent’s funeral fee as in the Table of Parochial Fees which is revised annually on 1 January). Where any additional services are felt to be necessary, payment of the clergy is a matter for the individual PCC, and reimbursement out of the sequestration fund will not be available.                                                                     

                  Year 2011     

For any one service, or any combination, (but excluding weddings

 and funerals) up to a maximum of four services in a week.                                          

[Should a baptism service be taken outside the usual family service

  then the parish will be reimbursed for the cost of a service if  a member 

  of clergy with permission to officiate is used during a vacancy. There is, 

  of course no charge to the family for a baptism nor a charge made by 

  stipendiary clergy or ONSMs]                                                           

£28.50
Pastoral visiting:

A day’s visiting (whether or not any private communion service)

£10.00
Half a day’s visiting

£5.00
(In both cases a maximum of two days per week in any benefice)

Full charge of a vacant benefice, involving full duties on Sunday 

and duty on not less than two other days in the week.

£114.00
In all the above cases travelling expenses should be paid, at one of the current recommended diocesan rates: either full reimbursement at 50p per mile (HMRC rate 40p per mile) or the public transport rate equivalent of 25p per mile (pending review in April 2010).  The decision as to which rate is to be used is a matter for agreement between the sequestrators and the officiating clergy. 


Important:   Please read the Notes carefully


NOTES

General

Payment for duties taken and expenses resulting from them are payable by the Diocesan Office.  However, funds for this purpose are limited and therefore care should be exercised, especially as to the number of services.  To keep travel expenses to a minimum wherever possible please arrange for the services to be taken by clergy living nearby.  The advice of the Rural Dean as to what is appropriate should be taken.

see overleaf  .  .  .  

Those eligible

The above fees are not payable to full time stipendiary clergy, non-stipendiary ministers or Readers, although they can claim travelling expenses.  Fees will be paid only to other clergy who hold the Bishop’s Licence or the Bishop’s Permission to Officiate within the Diocese in accordance with The Bishop’s Guidelines (a copy of which is held by the PCC Treasurer; further copies can be obtained from the Diocesan Office).  It is the responsibility of the sequestrators arranging the service to ensure that this requirement is complied with.  Where that is not the case, then no payment will be made by the Board of Finance.

Duration of the Vacancy

In the case of impending vacancies it should be noted that sequestration funds are not available for any period before the legal date of the incumbent’s departure.  It remains his/her responsibility to provide for pastoral care and services up to the date when the vacancy commences, whether or not he/she has actually moved from the benefice before that date.

Likewise, sequestration funds cease to be available the day before the institution of a new incumbent or the licensing of a priest in charge.

Weddings, Funerals and Cremations
Fees normally payable to the incumbent should be treated as follows:

(1) Where a service is taken by full-time stipendiary clergy, non-stipendiary ministers or a Reader the fee should be remitted to the Diocesan Office for the sequestration account. 

(2) Where the service is taken by any other clergy, the officiant is at liberty to retain two thirds of the fee with the remaining third being sent to the Diocesan Office.

In all cases travelling expenses may be claimed at the current diocesan rate, but in the case of funerals and interments they are to be paid by the undertaker.  For weddings they are a matter for private agreement between the parties.

Method of Claim and Payment

The Bath and Wells Diocesan Board of Finance operate a system of payment by BACS and reimburse the PCC for payments made to the officiant on receipt of a monthly claim from the sequestrator. BACS payments are usually made mid month and at the end of the month. If you require further yellow claim forms, these can be obtained from Jessica Davies in the Accounts Department.
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